
February 2012 
Dear Family and Friends of the Eden Central School District:  
 
 I hope that you were able to have a safe, restful and enjoyable holiday season and a 
good beginning to 2012.   
 I again would like to take this opportunity to encourage every member of the 
community to visit our schools and attend student and community functions.  There will be 
several opportunities in the coming months as the Town of Eden celebrates its Bicentennial.  
You are always welcome.  
 It is at this time of the year that we begin our planning for next year.  The Board of 
Education, Administrators, Faculty and Staff are working on next year’s school budget.  As 
you are aware, the state of the economy is still not good.  This translates into another year of 
large challenges, which could be the largest we have ever faced.  Last year, we were able to 
maintain all programs, have limited lay-offs and reduce the budget by .50 percent. 
 This year, however, brings with it many of those challenges of the past, such as 
health insurance, retirement costs, and out of control mandates, along with another year of 
reduced school aid.  The Governor has said that his budget contains a 4% increase for 
education.  Eden’s part of this announced increase is actually a 1.32% decrease in aid.  We 
also have to factor in our continued declining enrollment, as well as the required tax cap.  
These obstacles will make next year’s budget even more challenging.  Certainly, we all 
should expect changes in the way the school district operates and delivers its programs.  
 It will take team work, hard work, trust and patience on the part of the Board of 
Education, Administrators, Faculty, and Staff, as well as the community to effectively meet 
this steep challenge.  We need to do what is best for our students and what is best for our 
taxpayers.  We will continue the efforts of the past to build the best budget possible.  We will 
look at every aspect of the District, looking at new and different ways to deliver the best 
education possible.  You have our commitment to continue to work to maintain quality, 
while reducing costs in difficult times.  We should all expect, be ready for, and open to 
change.   
 I am often asked, ―What can I do to help?‖  I always encourage people to 
communicate with their state and federal elected representatives.  This year, we know that 
there is no new money, however, we should be stressing fair and equitable distribution of the 
aid to all school districts across the state.   
 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask.  If you have ideas, don’t 
hesitate to propose them.  Working together, we will be able to maintain the philosophy, 
mission and high standards of one of the best school districts in Western New York – Eden.  
We all should be proud of our schools and of our students.  
 I wish you all the best for the Spring.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Ronald K. Buggs 
Superintendent 
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Twenty-one instrumentalists 
from Eden Elementary School 
auditioned for the 2012 Erie 
County Band and Orchestra.   
Many months of hard work go 
into preparing a solo, scales 
and sight-reading.  We applaud 
these students for their 
dedication and commitment 
and thank them for 
representing our school so 
well! 

Pictured below left—Row 
1: Lauren Dobrzenski, Morgan 
Vullo, Hayden Bromley, 
Hannah Teoro, Jacey Harris. 

 Row 2:  Joli Springborn, 
Jessica Bennett, Jerry Klubek, 

Josh Gleason, Calysta 
Standard, Alan Henry. 

Row 3: Brett Schmitz, 
Amelia Stockschlaeder, Gavin 
Faulkner, Jonathan Haier, 
Gavin Hill.  

Row 4:  Caitlin Pontonio, 
Heather Zimmerman, Zachary 
Brosnick, Adam Rakiecki, 
Griffin Gill. 

It will be a great honor for 
these Eden Elementary 5th and 
6th grade musicians to perform 
in the 2012 All-County Band, 
Orchestra and Chorus.  They 
will practice with other 
musicians from all over Erie 
County, and on Saturday, 

March 10th, perform a concert 
at Kleinhans Music Hall.  
Congratulations! 

Pictured below right—Row 
1: Molly Congilosi, Morgan 
Vullo, Alyssa Pye, Zoe 
Daniels. 

Row 2: Hannah Cialone, 
Charles Rizzo III, Brandon 
McCabe, Paul Banko, Ian 
Witmer, Calysta Standard. 

Row 3: Lauren Dobrzenski, 
Brett Schmitz, Heather 
Zimmerman, Caitlin Pontonio, 
Jonathan Haier.  These are 
students of Annette Bahun, 
Denise Uhlman and Mark 
Vona. 
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Eden Elementary Students of the Month  
By Patty Steinmetz 

Eden Elementary All County Students 
By Annette Bahun 

Stockdale, Jillian Weber. 
Grade 6:  Stella Bialaszewski, 

Nicholas Hornquist, Brianna Keller, 
Alexandria Koren, Heather 
Zimmerman. 
January:   
Grade 3:  Charles Agle, Emma 
Cockerel, Brian Jacobs, Ian Macauley, 
Emely Proios. 

Grade 4:  Matthew Kobie, Lainey 
Overhoff, Abbilynn Puckhaber, 
Giovanni Schifano, Rachel Wach.   
Grade 5:  Kelsi Cottrell, Zachory 
DeCarolis, Mitchell Fest, Alli Jacobs, 
T.J. Wahl.   
Grade 6:  Jarrett Eck, Gabrielle 
Gaglione, Christian Tambacas, 
Charles Tate, Dalton Woelfel. 

December:   
Grade 3:  Casey Elvers, Michael 

Masocco, Joseph Puckhaber, Zaida 
Smith, Blaise Witmer. 

Grade 4:  Anna Braymiller, 
Blake Colantino, Agustin Hornberger, 
Jarek Rauker, Alexis Vullo. 

Grade 5:  Elizabeth Enterline, 
George Mecca, Jordan Sroda, Luke 

D ISTR IC T N EWSL ETTER  
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Tori has been a vital link to 
the Eden Lady Raiders lacrosse 
program from the beginning. 

She started playing on the 
girls’ varsity team in 2009 as a 
freshman.  Last year, Tori really 
stepped up her game.  She was 
chosen by her teammates to be 
co-captain and was the team’s 
MVP Defensive Player.   

Whether she was helping run 
a practice, practicing skill drills, 
scrimmaging, or playing in a 
game, her level of athleticism 
has always shown through.  Her 
ability to consistently push 
herself to the limit with such 
apparent ease is admirable, if not 
simply amazing.  I am 
continually impressed at how 
she performs, without ever 
complaining.  Tori can do 
anything she puts her mind to.   

Tori’s family has been very 
supportive of Tori and the team.  
Her mother and father attended 
and videotaped every single 
game, volunteered at car washes, 
t-shirt making parties, ice cream 
socials, mattress sales and were 
willing to drop anything at a 
moment’s notice to help.  They 
traveled as a family to lacrosse 
clinics and tournaments 
throughout the country and have 
instilled the values and morals in 
Tori that have helped her be the 
person she is today.   

Tori is one in a million, and 
she is going to make the most of 
her last season.  She will be a 
great asset to Roberts Wesleyan 
College; not just as an athlete, 
but also as a student.  She is one 
of the first female players from 
Eden to play D2 lacrosse in 

college, which is a huge 
accomplishment for her, the 
team, and the program.  

TRANSPORTATION 

REQUESTS 

 

The deadline for all Non-
public school 

transportation requests is 
April 1st.  If you plan to 
send your child(ren) to 

private school next year, 
you must request 

transportation in writing 
no later than April 1st.  
All requests should be 

sent to:  
Ms. Rose Heckathorn 
Eden Central School  
Transportation Dept. 

2902 Schoolview Road 
Eden, NY  14057   
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Tori Eschner Signs with Roberts Wesleyan College 
By Christina Haag 

Spring Sports Physicals for Jr./Sr. High 

School Students 

 
Tuesday, February 28, 2012 
Time: 8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
Where:  Health Clinic at Eden Jr./Sr. High School 
 
Come to the health clinic and sign up for your spring sports physical 
to be conducted by our new school doctor, Dr. Fred Occhino. 
Don't be left out, come out and get your physical done! 
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WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENSE/RAPE PREVENTION 
AND AWARENESS  

 
This course is designed to teach women valuable life skills 
to ensure safety.  Students will learn to anticipate and avoid 
trouble situations and invaluable self-defense skills.  Each 
student will develop a program that is designed to meet their 
specific needs and most importantly, the confidence to 
implement it.  Please note classes will be held off campus. 

Mondays, March 5th 

4 Sessions  8:00 – 9:00 pm 
Min. 4 people to run class 

Instructor:  Michael Downs 
$25 

At Defensive Arts Dojo 

5444 Camp Road, Holiday Village Plaza, Hamburg, NY  

EDEN CENTRAL SCHOOLS 

CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM 

WINTER/SPRING 2012 
 

Please complete the form below and mail it with a check or money order made payable to Eden Central School.  Mail to:  
District Office, Eden Central School, 3150 Schoolview Road, Eden, NY  14057, e-mail bthomasulo@edencsd.wnyric.org  or 
you may bring your registration and check to the District Office from 7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. five days prior to the scheduled 
start date for the class.  You must be 18 years old and no longer enrolled in high school to take a class, unless otherwise 
specified.  The date listed by each class is the beginning date.  There is variation in the beginning dates, length of classes and 
times, so please check details carefully.  IF A CLASS DOES NOT ATTAIN MINIMUM PARTICIPANTS, YOUR 
CHECK WILL BE RETURNED TO YOU.  YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE NOTIFICATION IF THE CLASS WILL 
RUN.  All classes are held in the Jr./Sr. High School, unless otherwise noted.  

IMPORTANT – When school is closed during the day or canceled because of weather, so are your courses.  
Likewise, when after school activities are canceled due to the weather, so are your courses.  

HALL WALKERS 

 

Walk in the hallways of Eden Central High School.  
Whether you enjoy an easy stroll or a brisk walk 
for regular exercise, your neighborhood school 
offers the perfect clean, dry and secure setting 
regardless of the weather!  (NO children please). 
You MUST BE REGISTERED and wear District 
provided nametag at all times.  Registration by 
mail, e-mail or drop in only; please no phone 
calls.  Nametags can be picked up near the door of 
room 143 in the High School.  You must also sign 
in outside of room 143 each time you walk. 
 

Monday through Friday,  
 Now through May 27th  

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.    
No minimum registrants  
No instructor, no fees. 

CONTINUING EDUCATION   REGISTRATION FORM                WINTER/SPRING  2012 

 

NAME       PHONE        

 

ADDRESS              

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS             

 

 

CLASS       DATE      

 

CLASS       DATE      

 

CLASS       DATE      

Amount 
Enclosed 

 

$___________

More Fitness and Fun classes on page  9 

mailto:bthomasulo@edencsd.wnyric.org
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REIKI CERTIFICATION CLASSES 

 

Become a certified Reiki healer.  During these in-
depth sessions, you will delve deeply into the ancient 
Japanese art of hands-on energy healing.  Learn to 
channel and direct Universal Life Force Energy to help 
reduce stress, increase vitality and correct physical, 
mental and emotional imbalances.  Each course 
provides training, course materials, attunement and 
hands-on experience of advanced techniques useful for 
healing yourself, family and friends or for establishing 
your own Reiki practice.  Come experience the life-
transforming power of Reiki. 

 
Instructor:  Jesse Wicher 

All classes held at the Holistic Arts Studio, 68 Reed 

Avenue, Lackawanna, off Ridge Road, near OLV.  

Level I—1 Session 
Saturday, March 17th  
10 – 4 pm 
Cost:  $135 

Level II—1 Session 
Saturday, April 14th  
10 am-4 pm 
Cost $160 

Advanced Reiki Training 
1 Session 
Saturday, April 28th   
10 am-4 pm 
Cost $125 

Level III—1 Session 
Saturday, May 12th   
10 am-4 pm 
Cost $185 

SELF-GROWTH AND THE ART OF SINGING 

 

Professional singer, voice teacher and holistic health practitioner, Jesse 
Wicher, will share with you the wonderful life-lessons he has learned through 
the study of singing.  Explore with him the profound relationship between the 
breath, body and voice, and personal growth.  Highlights include:  ―Singing 
with your own voice,‖ ―Getting out of the way,‖ and ―Letting go of 
judgments.‖  This engaging one-evening course is perfect for singers, artists 
and anyone wishing to create more freedom and joy in their life.  Come and 
learn what good singing can teach you about good living! 

Monday, April 23rd  
1 Session— 6:30 – 8:30 pm 

No minimum 
Instructor:  Jesse Wicher 

All classes held at the Holistic Arts Studio, 68 Reed Avenue, Lackawanna, off 
Ridge Road, near OLV.  

Cost $25 

SINGING LESSONS FOR EVERYONE 

 

Do what you love to do – Better!  Learn to bring greater 
enjoyment and satisfaction to your singing by building 
on the basics of breath support, tonal focus and 
musicianship.  Whether you are a beginner or an 
experienced musician, this class will help you get to the 
next level of your art.  Just bring your enthusiasm and a 
piece of music you love to sing!  Classes are open to all 
ages!  Lessons are 30 minutes of private instruction. 

Five-Week session – flexible scheduling! 
No minimum 

Instructor:  Jesse Wicher 
Cost $75 for five lessons 

All classes held at the Holistic Arts Studio, 68 Reed 

Avenue, Lackawanna, off Ridge Road, near OLV.  

Have you ever been told that you have a great voice? 
This exciting class will explore numerous aspects of 
voice over work for television, film, radio, audio 
books, documentaries and the Internet in your area.  
We will cover all the basics, including how to prepare 
the all-important demo, how to be successful and earn 
great income in this exciting field.  Students will have 
the opportunity to ask questions and to hear examples 
of demos recorded by professional voice actors.   

GET PAID TO TALK – AN INTRODUCTION TO 
PROFESSIONAL VOICE OVERS 

Class participants will even 
have a chance to record a 
commercial script under the 
di rect ion  of  our   
Voicecoaches.com producer! 
This class is informative, lots 
of fun, and a great first step 
for anyone interested in voice 
acting professionally.  Space 
is limited, and registration 
closes one week prior to class, 
so register early! 

Tuesday, June 12th 
1 Session—6:30 – 9 pm 

Minimum 10 people 
Instructor:  Voice Coaches 

Room 146 
Cost $15 
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RED CROSS BABYSITTING COURSE  
 

The 6½ hour Babysitter’s Training course 
gives 11 to 15 year olds the skills and 
confidence to safely and responsibly care 
for children and infants. Through hands-on 
activities, interactive video and lively 
discussions, the course teaches young 
people how to care for children and infants 
and: 

 Be good leaders and role models. 

 Make good decisions and solve 
problems. 

 Keep the children they babysit and 
themselves safe. 

 Handle emergencies such as injuries, 
illnesses and household accidents. 

 Write resumes and interview for jobs. 
Students receive materials that are useful 
both during the course and on the job, 
including a handbook packed with 
information and full-color skill sheets; a 
compact emergency reference guide; and an 
interactive CD-ROM featuring an activity 
booklet with games, songs, recipes and 
other activities, an electronic babysitting 
client organizer and much more.  Minimum 
11 years old to participate.  

Saturday, May 12th   1 Session 
8:00 am–3:00 pm 

Bring a lunch 
Min. 6 people to run class 

Instructor: American Red Cross  
High School Room 145 

$65 or $55 with IHA Discount* 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BASIC 
FIRST AID COURSE 

 

Do you know the most effective way 
to stop the bleeding of a serious cut?  
Could you help someone with a head 
or neck injury until medical personnel 
arrive?  Learn the skills needed to 
prevent, recognize and provide basic 
care for injuries and sudden illnesses 
in Standard First Aid.  Featuring 
hands-on practice and real-life 
scenarios, this course is updated with 
the latest science for first aid and 
provides useful take-home materials 
to retain skills and use as reference 
tools once training is complete.  

Saturday, April 21st  1 Session 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 

Minimum 6 people to run class 
Instructor:  American Red Cross Staff 

Member 
High School, Room 146 

$75 or $65 with IHA Discount* 

RED CROSS  WILDERNESS AND 
REMOTE FIRST AID COURSE 

 

New York’s wilderness is beautiful—
enjoy it safely!  This 16-hour course is 
for those who work, live or play in 
remote areas—away from the usual EMS 
service.  Even though the emergency 
workers near these areas may be trained 
to search for and rescue those in need, 
there may be a delay in the notification 
for assistance, the time required to get to 
the patient, or in moving the patient to 
more advanced treatment.  This class 
covers assessment and urgent first aid 
techniques, but not in-depth CPR.  Basic 
first aid skills are covered, making this 
course appropriate for anyone regardless 
of experience level.  No prerequisites are 
required.  Certification is valid for three 
(3) years.  The course awards 1.6 CEU’s.  
A minimum age of 15 is recommended 
for participants due to the serious nature 
of the course and scenarios.  This course 
is recommended by the Boys Scouts of 
America, Girl Scouts of America and the 
American Camping Association to meet 
accreditation standards.   

Tuesdays, April 24th 4 Sessions 
5:30 pm-9:30 pm 

Minimum 6 people to run class 
Instructor:  Red Cross Staff Member 

High School, Room 146 
$115 

AMERICAN RED CROSS ADULT/INFANT/CHILD CPR/AED 

 

Could you operate an Automated External Defibrillator if a friend, family member or someone 
nearby was suffering from cardiac arrest?  Take CPR/AED to learn the skills needed to prevent, 
recognize, and provide basic care for cardiac arrest  and the effective use of an AED.  Updated 
with the latest science for CPR and emergency cardiovascular care, this course also provides 
useful take-home materials to retain skills and use as reference tools once training is complete.   

Saturday, April 28th    1 Session 
8:00 am-2:30 pm 

Minimum 6 people to run class 
Instructor:  American Red Cross Staff Member 

High School, Room 146 
$60 or $50 with IHA Discount* 

LIFEGUARD TRAINING 

 
Content summary – professionalism, 
surveillance, victim recognition, equipment-
based rescues and caring for head, neck and 
back injuries.  This comprehensive course 
prepares participants for employment as 
lifeguards.  Included in the course are 
Lifeguard Training, First Aide, CPR, 
Automated External Defibrillation (AED) 
Essentials, Oxygen Administration, 
Preventing Disease Transmission, and 
Waterpark and Waterfront Lifeguarding.  
Participants must attend all of the following 
Saturday classes:  March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th 
and 31st.  Participants must be at least 15 
years old.  The participants who successfully 
complete the Lifeguard Training course 
receive 2 certificates:  CPR for the 
Professional Rescuer Certificate (valid for 
one year) and Lifeguard Training Certificate 
(includes First Aid) – valid for three years.  In 
order to be enrolled in the Lifeguard Training 
course, students must successfully complete 
the following swimming prerequisites on the 
first day of class: 
1.  Swim 300 yards continuously, using these 
 strokes in the following order: 

100 yards of the front crawl using 
rhythmic breathing and a 
stabilizing, propellant kick. 

100 yards of breaststroke using a pull, 
breathe, kick and glide sequence. 

100 yards of either the front crawl or 
breaststroke. 

2.  Swim, surface dive, and retrieve a 10 
pound brick from 7-10 feet of water. 

Saturdays, March 3rd 5 Weeks 
9 am – 3 pm 

Minimum 6 people 
Instructor:  Paul O’Connor 

Pool and Room 146 
$150 + $19 Lab Fee to Red Cross 

New - 5th and 6th Grade Basketball Skills 
Clinic 6:00 pm-7:30 pm beginning March 6th 
for 5 weeks in the GLP gym.  $15 fee.    Focus 
will be on ball handling, game tactics, drills, 
etc.  Call 992-3629 for more information if 
necessary. 
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SIX HOUR INSURANCE REDUCTION COURSE 

 
This six hour class is Empire Safety Council’s ―Accident 
Prevention Workshop‖.  Upon successful completion, and 
providing you have not taken the class previously in the last 
three years, New York State law requires your insurance 
company to give you a discount of 10% on your Liability, 
Collision and PIP coverages.  If needed, you will also receive a 
four point overlook on your driving record.  This class covers 
drinking and driving, distractions, driver attitude and behavior, 
defensive driving techniques and the Vehicle and Traffic Law, 
etc.  There is no final exam and all who participate will receive 
credit for completion.  You MUST attend both sessions. 

Monday and Tuesday, April 2nd and 3rd 
5:45 – 9:00 pm 

OR 

Tuesday and Thursday, May 7th and 9th 
5:45 pm – 9:00 pm 

Minimum 5 people to run class 
Instructor:  Larry Lachat 

Faculty Lounge 
$40 

Please specify which set of classes you would like to register 
for. 

GLASS BEADMAKING—THE FIRST STEPS 

 

Turn hot glass into cool stuff!  Join glass artisan Vicki Schneider at her beautiful 
studio in Woodlawn for an experience you will never forget.  Vicki’s studio, 
Expressive Glass, is located at 3333 Lakeshore Road (Route 5) Woodlawn, between 
the Ford and steel plants.  In just three hours, you will make your own beautiful one-
of-a-kind glass beads and enter the mystical and ancient world of lampworking.  
This clinic will introduce you to the art of safely flameworking soft glass.  You will 
learn to melt glass rods, wrap molten glass around thin steel rods (mandrels), and 
create basic beads.  After exploring various surface decorations, you will produce 
colorful treasures that you can use to create jewelry on your own.  

Choose a date: 
 Saturday, March 10th  2-5 pm  

Tuesday, April 3rd  6-9 pm  
Sunday, May 20th  2-5 pm  

1 Session 
Maximum of 4 people 

Instructor:  Vicki Schneider 
$65 includes 3 hours of instruction, all glass, tools and materials, plus 1 hour 

complimentary studio time to be used within 30 days of your class. 
Classes held at Expressive Glass, 3333 Lakeshore Road (Route 5) Woodlawn 

FIVE HOUR PRE-LICENSING COURSE 

 

Completion of this course is mandatory to sign up 
for a road test.  Permit is required for registration.  
You must pre-register in Room 143 at the High 
School.  You must also bring your permit to class.  
Ages 16 and up. 

Monday, March  19th  
1 Session  4:15 pm – 9:30 pm 

Minimum 10 people 
Maximum 36 

Instructor:  Ronald Uhlman 
Room 133 

$30 

 

BOATERS SAFETY CLASS 

 

The New York State Parks and Recreations Department Boaters’ 
Safety Course meets NYS requirements for a Personal Watercraft 
Boating Safety Course.  It is intended to provide a basic knowledge 
of safe and legal boating practices.  This is an 8 hour instructor led 
workshop, which includes a textbook and a 50 question multiple 
choice exam, which you MUST pass.  Satisfactory completion will 
earn you an official completion certificate and may earn you up to 
a 15% annual discount on your watercraft insurance.  It is approved 
by the NASBLA and meets education requirements for states with 
boater education laws.  Course completion is good for life and is 
recognized by the US Coast Guard.  MUST  be over 10 years of 
age at beginning of course.  

Monday and Wednesday, April 16th and 18th 
6:00 pm –10:00 pm  

Minimum 5 people to run course 
Instructor:  Larry Lachat 

Faculty Lounge 
$40 fee will include all 

books and materials and final exam.   
It DOES NOT include the state certificate.   

The state charges $10.00 
for the certificate.   

 

Everyone thinks of changing the world, but 
no one thinks of changing himself.  
 

Leo Tolstoy  
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 
 
To the gentleman that stopped by the High School on 
February 1st and dropped off the original building prints!  
You have provided a key to many unanswered questions 
that have plagued our personnel for many years!  We 
appreciate your donation rather than just disposing of them.  
I wish I would have met you personally to thank you.  
Dave Martin, Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds 

The object of education is to pre-
pare the young to educate themselves 
throughout their lives. 

Robert M. Hutchins 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/l/leotolstoy105644.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/r/robert_m_hutchins.html
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BEGINNER TO INTERMEDIATE GOLF LESSONS 

 
Learn or improve on the fundamentals of golf, including set-up, 
swing, chipping, pitching, putting and driving.  Please bring a 7-
iron to the first class.  This class will involve understanding the 
rules of the game.  The last class will be held at a course.  Please 
plan an on paying your own greens fees for that session.   

Thursdays, May 17th – 6 Sessions 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  
Minimum 6 people 

Instructor:  Matt Zabron 
Jr./Sr. High School Gym 

$40 

ADULT CPR AND AED RECERTIFICATION 

 

This class is designed for anyone who has been certified within 
the last year and needs to update their CPR and AED skills to 
maintain up to date certifications.  Class will meet for two one-
hour sessions.  You must attend both sessions.  Session one will 
cover the hands on skills that need to be monitored and 
demonstrated properly, which are required by the Red Cross.  
Session two will be the CPR and AED written test parts of the 
class.  

Wednesday, March 14th  
1 Session 5:00 pm – 8:00 pm  

Minimum 6 people 
Bring a face shield or pocket mask if you have one 

Instructor:  Paul O’Connor 
Room 146 & Pool 

$15 payable to Eden Continuing Education, plus $39 payable to 
Red Cross for CPR & AED Cards (Required) 

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

 
Confused about long-term care insurance?  Is it right for 
you?  This workshop will help you understand what 
options are available to protect your assets and to remain 
independent.  You will learn about Medicare, Medicaid 
and the details of long-term care insurance.  You will 
know how to evaluate an insurance company, what 
questions to ask your agent, and what pitfalls to watch out 
for.  The New York State Partnership will be covered in 
detail as well as the many tax advantages available to you.  
As part of the class you will receive a free Shopper’s 
Guide To Long-Term Care Insurance. 

 
Wednesday, April 25th  

1 Session 
6:30 pm – 8:00 pm  
Minimum 5 people 

Instructor:  Danielle Robertson 
Room 146 

$10 

Mrs. Hamlett’s Advance Placement 
Government and Politics class received their 
Christmas present early when Carl Paladino 
(former candidate for Governor of NY) came to 
speak to their class this past December.  

While they were studying political parties and 
mass media, Mr. Paladino discussed his past 
experience at running for office and what he really 
felt about the media.  He also shared with the class 
his views on various issues such as local 
downtown revitalization, equal rights issues, and 
his ongoing help in the investigation of Amanda 
Wienckowski’s death. 

The students got a little taste of Carl’s 
irreverent personality and gave him an Eden T-
Shirt as a thank you at the end of the day!  

 

IT’S CARL COUNTRY! 



--YOUR CHOICE TORONTO-- 
LEONARDO DA VINCI’S WORKSHOP – THE EXHIBITION 
OR "WAR HORSE" ON STAGE PRINCESS OF WALES THEATRE 

WED., FEB. 22 

We‟re off to Toronto for “your choice” of entertainment.  Choose 
either a fantastic show at the Princess of Wales Theatre, or a 
special exhibition at the Ontario Science Centre.  A pay on own 
lunch is planned at the Eaton Centre prior to “your choice”. A 
dinner stop (on your own) will be made on the way home. PROOF 
OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED 
 

WAR HORSE – PRINCESS OF WALES THEATRE         $125.00   
War Horse – On stage at the Princess of Wales Theatre. Don‟t 
miss this story of Albert‟s beloved horse, Joey is sold to the 
cavalry and shipped to France.  He‟s soon caught up in enemy fire 
and takes an extraordinary journey.  This powerfully moving and 
imaginative drama is filled with stirring music and songs and a 
production phenomenal inventiveness. 1:30  MATINEE – drop at 
Theatre and pick up at 5:30 pm 
 

"DA VINCI’S WORKSHOP-THE EXHIBITION”                  $74.00 
Explore the science of art and machines, experience unique 3-D 
models presenting Leonardo‟s drawings and notebooks and learn 
the history of his life story.  Use interactive technology to interact 
with his paintings, zoom in to view more details and see how 
Leonardo‟s Last Supper, the Mona Lisa, and his presumed self-
portrait would have originally appeared without restoration.  
Includes general admission to the Ontario Science Center as well 
as special exhibit. Time at Ontario Science Center 1:30 pm – 5:00 
pm (2:30 pm timed DaVinci Exhibit) 
DEPART TP 8:30 am HD 9:00 am    RETURN HD 8:00 pm   TP 8:30 pm  

 
IRISH FEST AT TURNING STONE CASINO 

FEATURING IRISH ROVERS 
BUFFET LUNCH & GAMING! 

FRI., MAR 16                                                                    *$110.00  
It‟s a fun filled day of gaming, entertainment, food and fun at 
TURNING STONE CASINO IN VERONA, NY.   Enjoy an IRISH 

BUFFET with the traditional ST. PATTY’S DAY FOOD  followed by 
matinee entertainment featuring IRISH ROVERS.  There is non-stop 
gaming action from end to end at Turning Stone Casino Resort.  
Each person will receive a $15.00 FREE PLAY VOUCHER FOR THE 

CASINO.   Don‟t miss this sure-to-be a sellout event!   
DEPART TP 7:00 am HD 7:30 am    RETURN   HD 9:00 pm  TP 9:30 pm 

 
FINNEGAN’S FAREWELL  

SUN., MAR. 18          *$104.00  
It‟s time to say goodbye to Patrick James Finnegan, a mailman 
who won 2.5 million dollars playing the slots in Atlantic City and 
then promptly dropped dead.  Eat, drink and be merry with 
Paddy‟s family at this authentic Irish-American wake, complete 
with traditional Irish drinking songs and some lively step dancing. 
Produced by LANCASTER REGIONAL PLAYERS and held at 
RIPA’S RESTAURANT in Lancaster…you‟re sure to have an Irish 
good time at this interactive comedy show including lunch.  A cash 
bar is available.  Don't miss Western New York„s number one 
entertainment destination!  A Mid-Size non-restroom coach will be 
used.   
DEPART TP 1:00 pm    HD 1:30  pm     RETURN HD 6:00 pm TP 6:30 pm 

 
 

- YOUR CHOICE TORONTO - 
CANADA BLOOMS GARDEN SHOW, 

-OR- DO YOUR OWN THING 
SAT., MAR. 24 
CANADA BLOOMS                                                            *$74.00 
Admission to THE CANADA BLOOMS, TORONTO FLOWER & 

GARDEN SHOW at Exhibition Place  - among the top five in the 
world, and the largest in Canada. This year‟s theme is “CITY 

CULTURE”. Have approx. 5½  hrs to explore the  six acres of 
gardens, that feature Amateur & Professional Competitions, 
informative lectures & demonstrations.  200 garden retailers will be 
in the adjacent Marketplace.  Food is available on-site, or bring 
your own, or go outside to one of the nearby restaurants. Plants 
with proper documentation may be purchased & brought into the 
states.  
 

DO YOUR OWN THING                                        *$60.00 
Take in a Show, Visit a Museum, Shop or visit with Friends in this 
fantastic city.  You will be dropped at the Eaton Centre and have 
from 11 – 4 to explore!   
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED. 
DEPART TP 8:00 am  HD 8:30 am      RETURN HD 6:30 pm  TP 7:00 pm  

 
MAPLE FARM & MUSEUM 

2ND ANNUAL TOUR – LAST YEAR WAS A SELL OUT!   

SUN., MAR. 25       *$74.00 
Travel to Edinboro, PA to take in their annual MAPLE FESTIVAL 

WEEKEND.  Our first stop of the day is HURRY HILL MAPLE FARM. 
Travel back in time at the FARM MUSEUM to see how the Native 
Americans, pioneers, and farmers made pure maple syrup.   Enjoy 
a SUGARHOUSE TOUR including 3,000 sq. ft. maple museum 
featuring a “Tree to Table” exhibit, sugaring antiques, and maple 
production displays.  Take the wagon tour and see how pure 
maple syrup is made, the old fashioned way.  Many pure maple 
syrup products for sale plus free samples and maple hot 
chocolate! (checks and cash only).  The Maple Farm will extend 
maple candies for your travels home!     We‟re off for a wonderful 
BRUNCH in a 1908 Renovated Firehouse with fantastic historic 
atmosphere and artifacts, the PUFFERBELLY RESTAURANT.   
Enjoy fine dining at Erie‟s best.   Following brunch, we will make a 
stop at PULAKO’S CHOCOLATES to shop for some yummy treats!   
DEPART HD 7:30 am TP 8:00 am    RETURN   TP 5:00 pm HD 5:30 pm 

 
“ALL SHOOK UP”  

STAGE WEST DINNER THEATER 

WED., MAR. 28                                                                  *$94.00 
We‟re off to the STAGE WEST DINNER THEATER in Toronto 
Ontario. Begin with a BUFFET LUNCH at the Las Vegas style 
STAGE WEST DINNER THEATRE in Mississauga, Ont. followed by 
first class entertainment!   ALL SHOOK UP featuring the songs of 
Elvis Presley. Into a square little town in a square little state rides 
a guitar playing roustabout who changes everything and everyone 
he meets in this hip-swiveling, lip-curling musical fantasy that‟ll 
have you jumpin‟ out of your blue suede shoes!   
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED 
DEPART TP 8:30 am   HD 9:00 am       RETURN  HD 5:00 pm    TP 5:30 pm 
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“DYNGUS DAY” CELEBRATION 
MON., APR. 9                                                                      $100.00 
It‟s Dyngus Day and we‟re off to Erie, PA for a fun filled POLISH 

EXPERIENCE.   We‟ll meet our guide at our first stop, ST. 

STANISLAUS CHURCH.  Enjoy a tour and learn about the Polish 
heritage surrounding this parish, founded in 1840.    Roll out the 
fun at Concourse of Union Station where we will enjoy a POLISH-

AMERICAN BUFFET lunch featuring Sweet & Sour Cabbage, 
Polish Sausage, Pierogies, Baked Chicken, Wilted Salad and 
dessert.  This afternoon, sit back and enjoy live polka music and 
dance the afternoon away!   Before we set forth for home, we‟ll 
make a stop at URBANKIAK’S MEAT MARKET for time to shop.  
You don‟t have to be Polish to join the fun!   
DEPART HD 8:00 am TP 8:30 am   RETURN   TP 6:30  pm  HD 7:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
“12 ANGRY MEN” 

LANCASTER OPERA HOUSE 

SUN., APR. 15                      *$94.00  
Begin with LUNCH BUFFET at SALVATORE’S GARDEN PLACE 
HOTEL COURTYARD.  It‟s a wonderful setting to begin our day.  Then 
continue on to the historic LANCASTER OPERA HOUSE for the 2:30 
pm matinee SHOW, 12 ANGRY MEN.     
Enjoy this gripping courtroom drama adapted from the teleplay by 
Reginald Rose.  Don't miss Western New York„s number one 
entertainment destination!  A Mid-Size non-restroom coach will be used.  
A limited number of tickets are available for each show so reserve early! 
DEPART TP 11:00 am    HD 11:30  am     RETURN HD 5:00 pm TP 5:30 pm 
 

MEET OUR AMISH FRIENDS 
CLASSIC AMISH BACKROADS TOUR 

MIDDLEFIELD, OH 
THUR., MAY 3                       $110.00 
We‟re heading to Middlefield, OH for a CLASSIC AMISH 

BACKROADS TOUR.  We will make a coffee/rest stop en route. 
Meet the STEP ON GUIDE & begin touring with stops including the 
AMISH HOME & CRAFT BAKERY for a fresh cup of coffee and 
sweet treat.  We‟ll visit the MIDDLEFIELD ORIGINAL CHEESE CO-

OP where the cheese maker will explain the cheese making 
process.  Sample a variety of fine cheeses made right there.  
Hungry yet? A full AMISH WEDDING DINNER compliments our back 
roads tour.  It‟s a guarantee no one will go home hungry.  Step 
back in time at the AMISH SCHOOL HOUSE.  Visit the RIDGEVIEW 

FARM AND COUNTRY MARKET and learn more about the Amish 
culture.  Before ending our day, we will drop back in time at THE 

END OF THE COMMONS STORE – the oldest operating store in 
Ohio.  A fast food stop (on your own) will be made en route home.  
DEPART HD 7:00 am TP 7:30 am     RETURN  TP 8:30  pm   HD 9:00 pm 

 
 
 

LET'S MAKE A CAR 
TOYOTA’S BEHIND THE SCENES TOUR   

TUES.,MAY 8                                                                      $94.00 
We start our day with a fantastic lunch at the beautiful ANCASTER 

OLD MILL RESTAURANT.  This afternoon, we will travel to nearby 
Cambridge, Ontario for an afternoon tour of the TOYOTA PLANT. 
Nothing is more fascinating than seeing how things are made.  We 
will take you right into the heart of Toyota Motor Manufacturing 
Canda to see how Team members and botos build the Carolla, 
Matriz and Lexus TX350.  Trained guides will communciate 
directly to you through audio headsets as you travel via motorized 
tram to view the action.  A behind the scenes look at this award-
winning production and quality control systems in action and 
marvel at one of the largest stamping presses in the world.  
Following our Toyota tour – we will travel to WINGS OF PARADISE.  
View at least 2000 free-flying tropical butterflies and moths on 
exhibit tropical Conservatory.  Stop by the gift shop for a memento 
to bring home.  
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED.  
CHOOSE ONE:    Roasted Chicken Supreme  Rroasted Top Ssirloin of Beef 

 Stuffed Roast loin of Pork w/ applesauce  

DEPART TP 8:30 am HD 9:00 am        RETURN HP 7:00 pm   TD 7:30 pm  

PLANT RULES: 

 WEAR ONLY NATURAL FIBRE CLOTHING -COTTON, WOOL, SILK OR LEATHER  
CLOTHING LIKE JEANS AND A COTTON T-SHIRT ARE PERFECT! 

 NO TEAR-AWAY PANTS OR WINDSUITS, OPEN TOE SHOES  ---NO CAMERAS, 

  NO SHORTS OR SKIRTS--   LONG PANTS ONLY! 

 THE PLANT REQUIRES THAT WE SUBMIT A PASSENGER LIST IN ADVANCE, SO 
NO NAME CHANGES CAN BE  MADE WITHIN 48 HOURS OF THE TOUR. 

 FOR SAFETY REASONS, WHEELCHAIRS OR WALKERS CANNOT BE 
ACCOMMODATED IN THE PLANT  

 

“A LITTLE TRAVELING MUSIC” 
MUSICAL COMEDY AT THE BEECHES DINNER THEATER 

TUES., MAY 15                                                                  *$104.00  
Relax as we travel to Rome, NY to the BEECHES INN & 

CONFERENCE CENTER for today‟s fantastic buffet lunch and show 
“A LITTLE TRAVELING MUSIC”, by the CHATHAM THEATER 

COMPANY.  Enjoy ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BEECHES BUFFET and then 
sit back and enjoy the show!  This popular and family-friendly 
musical comedy tells the story of two former college roommates 
who meet again after not seeing each other for 50 years.  They 
share comical memories of the road trip across the USA they took 
together following graduation.  As they recount the travels of their 
youth through story and song, the picture albums of places they 
visited are brought to life on a big screen for all to see.   
DEPART TP 7:00 am HD 7:30 am    RETURN   HD 8:00 pm  TP 8:30 pm 

  
“THE 39 STEPS” – Hitchcock meets Hilarious!  

WED., MAY 23                                                                   *$94.00 
We‟re off to the STAGE WEST DINNER THEATER in Mississauga 
Ontario.  Begin with a BUFFET LUNCH at the Las Vegas style 
STAGE WEST DINNER THEATRE followed by first class 
entertainment! Hitchcock meets hilarious!  Take a Hitchcock 
masterpiece film mixed with a saucy spy novel, add a dash of 
humor and the result is a fast paced “whodunit”!  Two time Tony 
and Drama Desk award winner!  Winner of the Oliver Award for 
best comedy.  It‟s a dinner show you won‟t want to miss. 
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED 
DEPART TP 8:30 am   HD 9:00 am       RETURN  HD 5:00 pm    TP 5:30 pm 

 

SAT., APR. 14- NYC- NO HOTEL-  

12 HOURS IN THE CITY - $104.00 



COAST TO COAST 
Presented by O’Connell & Company 

SUN., JUNE 10                                                                 *$104.00 
Put on your red, white & blue and come enjoy some great food & 
fantastic entertainment.  We‟re staying close to home!  We‟re off to 
the Gleasner Hall Theater at ECC North Campus in Williamsville, 
NY for O’CONNELL & COMPANY’S matinee performance of USO 

COAST TO COAST. Anniversary of the USO with a patriotic, 
sentimental journey. The USO & the Canteens have entertained & 
supported troops with comedy skits, music, dance & so much more. 
Their theme was, & still is today, "until everyone comes home." This 
true-hearted showcase is sure to entertain as it brings the sights & 
sounds of the USO story to life with Hit Parade tunes, headlines of 
the day, jokes, stories &, of course, great memories.  A SIT DOWN 

DINNER following the show is at CITTA DI MILITELLO RESTAURANT. 
(Meal choice at restaurant seating)  It‟s a great day out!  Bring your 
friends!  
DEPART TP 1:00 pm HD 1:30 pm    RETURN   HD 6:30 pm  TP 7:00 pm  

 

GREAT LAKE ESCAPE 
TUES., JULY 10       $104.00 
Spend an entire day exploring the many wonders of Lake Erie and 
its shoreline.  Start off with a visit to the ERIE MARITIME MUSEUM 
where you will see many artifacts dating back to as far back as the 
1800‟s.  A LUNCH is included this afternoon in the Erie area.  A stop 
at MASON FARMS will allow you to purchase some of Erie‟s 
homegrown produce.  What would a  Great Lake Escape be without 
a cruise on Lake Erie?  Board the old-fashioned paddle wheeler, 
VICTORIAN PRINCESS for a ONE-HOUR CRUISE.  Get a birds-eye 
view of this shore line at the top of the 187 foot BI-CENTENNIAL 
TOWER.   
DEPART HD 7:30 am TP 8:00 am   RETURN   TP 6:30  pm   HD 7:00 pm 

 
BRANSON ON THE ROAD 
WALTER’S FAMILY RANCH 

THURS., JULY 12                                                            *$120.00  
Travel to the WALTERS FAMILY RANCH in Bright, Ont.  Explore the 
grounds before enjoying the COUNTRY DINNER BUFFET featuring 
Roast Beef, Rolled Ribs - a local favorite, Mashed Potatoes, Salad, 
Vegetables, homemade Bread & Pie. The meal and show take 
place in a beautiful 180-year-old, wooden beamed barn.  Lunch is 
served in the dining area & then move to theatre seats for the 
afternoon performance of BRANSON ON THE ROAD.   Back by 
popular demand!  As seen on National Television, this show 
features classic country music, comedy, bluegrass, and gospel 
music.  It‟s the fun of a Branson show brought to you directly from 
Missouri.  Don‟t miss out.  Sure to be a sell out!   
PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED 
DEPART  TP 9:00 am     HD 9:30 am   RETURN  HD 6:30 pm  TP 7:00 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

SAFARI TRAILS & AUTOMOBILES 
MIDDLEFIELD, OH  

TUES., JULY 24                                     $114.00 
We‟re heading to Middlefield, OH for a fantastic tour.  Start your 
morning SAFARI TRAILS ADVENTURE at a park that features more 
than 300 animals from around the world.  A SAFARI TRUCK takes 
you for a ride through 62 acres featuring a close-up glimpse of 
these animals.  Stop at the SARATOGA RESTAURANT for a 
FANTASTIC LUNCH of two meats, Roast Beef & Chicken entree.  
This restaurant has been serving the Trumbull Country area since 
1916.   This afternoon, tour the NATIONAL PACKARD MUSEUM – 
learn about the family, the industry, the automobile including 
classics dating back to 1903!  Next, it‟s PERKINS MANSION CITY 

HALL. Tour this wonderful mansion.  The Mayor himself will give 
you the grand tour and explain the history!  END OF THE COMMONS 
completes our day – visit this popular landmark, the oldest 
operating general store in Ohio.   A fast food stop (on your own) will 
be made en route home.  
DEPART HD 7:00 am TP 7:30 am     RETURN  TP 8:30  pm   HD 9:00 pm 

 
 
TP = TOPS MARKET 355 ORCHARD PARK RD.  
HD = HOME DEPOT 2065 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD. 
 

TRAVELING INTO CANADA 
Required Proof of Citizenship: 

 Passport 

 Passport Card 

 Enhanced NYS Driver’s License 
Nexus Card 

  Mr. Eden Raider 
 

AFS will be hosting a "Mr. Eden Raider 

Pageant" on February 28th in the high-

school gym from 6:30- 8:00.  Admission will 

be $4.00 at the door and $3.00 pre-sale. 

Prizes will be given to 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 

place contestants.  Judges include your 

very own Eden teachers  and 

administration.  The gentlemen will be 

judged on their unique talent, creative 

outfit of choice and answer to a perplexing 

interview question.  Please come out to 

support the boys as they compete for the 

"Mr. Eden Raider" title.  



A big "Thank You" to the 
students in the F.C.C.L.A. 
(Family Career Community 
Leaders of America)  group  at 
Eden Jr./Sr. High School.  

This group consists of 
students in grades 9 - 12, and 
they came up with an idea to 
have an Angel giving tree at 
our school.  The students 
purchased gifts for some less 
fortunate Eden PreK, GLP, 
and Elementary students.   

I was shocked and amazed 
to see so many beaut i ful ly 

Thank You FCCLA 
By Amy Banks 

wrapped presents that our 
Jr./Sr. High school s tudents  
thoughtful ly purchased for 
the younger kids in our district.   

With the help of Tammy 
Finnerty and Helen Knab, these 
gifts were all delivered to very 
happy little people!   

In a time of giving, it always 
does my heart good to see 
teenagers get in the true spirit of 
the holidays and give to those in 
need.  

Thank you again.  

New Look! 
By Lucinda Karstedt 

On January 3rd, the district 
released a new website.  This 
was a combined effort with 
BOCES, the High School 
Shared Decision Making 
Team, and the Technology 
Support Department.  If you 
haven’t had a chance to check 
out the new look, please go 
to: www.edencsd.org.  This is 
a work in progress, and over 
the next few weeks we will be 
adding new features.  

Learning the Ropes of  

  School Board Leadership 

 
Training for Prospective School Board Members 

Provided as a public service by the Erie County Association of 

School Boards 

 

When? Saturday, March 31, 2012   
  Registration:  8:15 - 8:30 am  
  Program:  8:30 am-12:30 pm 

Where? Erie 1 BOCES Education Campus   
  355 Harlem Rd., West Seneca - Conference Room B1 
What? Learn the legal and human issues of school board 

leadership from a school attorney, a veteran board 
member, a recent School Board candidate, and a 
superintendent.  Gather valuable information and 
answers to your questions. 
 

      A light continental breakfast will be provided. 
  To register for this FREE workshop, please call the Erie   
     County Association of School Boards at 821-7297 or 

             e-mail: snowak@e1b.org 

Eden District 

Administration/

Community Meeting 

 

Topics to be covered: 
 Race to the Top 

requirements (for 

teachers and students)  

 Reserves, tax cap, budget 

implications 

 Special Education – 

overview  

 New NY State reporting 

requirements  for all 

school  districts  

Questions and Answers 

When – February 27, 

2012 – 6:30 p.m. 

Where – Jr./Sr. High 

School Library  
Kindergarten 

Screening will be 
held on May 14th 

and May 21st at GLP.  
Call 992-3638 for 
more information. 
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RTTT Facts for Families 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Changes in Curriculum 
How does this affect your child?  There are six shifts (changes) in English Language Arts 

(ELA) and six shifts in Math.  Your child’s teacher will be working with other teachers and 

Erie 2 BOCES to change instruction to reflect these shifts.    

What is Race to the Top (RTTT)? 

Race to the Top (RTTT) is a U.S. Department of Education grant for states seeking 

funding to reform education.  The money the NYS Department of Education (NYSED) received 

will go toward creating structures, resources and supports to assist districts in meeting the 

requirements they set forth under each assurance area known as “The Four Pillars.” 

 

The Four Pillars 
The NYS Board of Regent’s overarching goal is to ensure that all students are ready for college 

and career success. 

 
 

 

To help you 

better 

understand how 

the Federal “Race 

to the Top” 

(RTTT) initiative 

in New York State 

will impact 

district children, 

Eden Central 

School will 

provide a series 

of updates, 

including website 

and newsletter 

articles.  The 

series will begin 

with a brief 

overview of RTTT 

and how it will 

affect your 

child(ren). 

This information 

is excerpted from 

materials created 

by Erie 1 BOCES 

on behalf of 

school districts in 

Western New 

York. 

RACE TO THE TOP 

 

Data Systems 

 

Great Teachers 

and Leaders 

 

Standards and 

Assessments 

Turn Around 

Schools 

 

NYS has adopted 

standards and is 

working on 

assessments that 

prepare students 

to succeed in 

college, the 

workplace and 

the global 

economy; 

NYS will build an 

Instructional 

Reporting and 

Improvement System 

that measures 

student growth and 

success, and informs 

teachers and 

principals about how 

they can improve 

instruction; 

NYS will recruit, 

develop, reward, 

and retain 

effective 

teachers and 

principals, 

especially where 

they are needed 

most; and 

NYS will assist 

in turning around 

our lowest-

achieving 

schools.  This 

does not apply to 

our school. 

 



Shifts in English Language Arts  (ELA)  

 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/henrywardb161732.html


 

Before RTTT After RTTT 
Å Asked what they feel 

about a topic 
 
Å Agree or disagree 

without explaining why 

Å Asked what they think 

about a topic 
 
Å Back up thoughts with 

facts and details 

 

 

Before RTTT After RTTT 
Å Read  mostly stories 

 

Å Encouraged to read 

stories for independent 

reading 

 

Å Checked out fictional 

books from the school 

library 

Å Read  a combination of 

fiction (stories/novels) 

and informational books 

(“true” stories) for 

independent reading 

 

Å May be required to 

check out a combination 

of non-fiction and 

informational texts 

from the school library 

 

As part of New York State’s Race to the Top initiative, new Common Core Learning Standards 

(CCLS) were adopted to help students be “college and career ready.”  For English 

Language Arts (ELA), college and career ready students: 

 Demonstrate independence 

 Build strong content knowledge 

 Respond to the varying demands of audience, task,  purpose, and  

discipline 

 Comprehend as well as critique 

 Value evidence 

 Use  technology and  digital media  strategically and  capably 

 Come to understand other perspectives and cultures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can help by asking your child the 5WH questions (who, what, when, 

where, why, and how), or by asking your child to explain his/her thinking (i.e. “Why do you think that?”).  Explain your 

own thinking to your child even if it seems silly (i.e. “That part of the story makes me think...”).  When speaking to your 

children, insist they look at you.  Remember to also look at them when they talk to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking 
(Thinking) 

You can help by reading to your child before bed.  Read to your child books at a higher level than they can read 

independently.  Read a mixture of fiction and informational text.  There are many magazines that publish interesting 

age appropriate informational text.  Let your child see you reading, for both pleasure and work.  If you have a subscription 

to a newspaper, discuss the articles with your child.  Show your child the reading you have to do for your job; it will 

demonstrate that reading informational text is a part of being an adult. 

 

 

Reading 

Revised Common Core Learning Standards for ELA 



Revised Common Core Learning Standards for ELA continued Revised Common Core Learning Standards for ELA continued 

 Writing 

Before RTTT After RTTT              
Å Mostly write about 

experiences (i.e. “What I Did 

During My Summer 

Vacation.”) 

 

Å Writing about opinions 

without backing up the 

opinions with facts and 

information from primary 

sources or text books 

Å Writing to explain  

 

Å Writing to persuade  

 

Å Writing to convey 

 

Å Writing a mixture of stories  

 

Å (true stories about their lives 

and fictional stories)  and  

essays (to explain something 

or to persuade) 

 

Å Students back up their 

thoughts with facts and 

details from books, articles, 

etc. 

 

Å More research projects 

required 

 

You can help by encouraging young 

children to write, beginning with pre- 

writing-scribbles, then pictures, 

some letters, words and inventive 

spelling.  Look for details within 

writing, especially details from text 

that helps explain or persuade.  

Help your child organize writing 

into paragraphs that make sense 

Before RTTT After RTTT 
Å Spend all time focusing on 

course content 

 

Å Mostly multiple choice 

tests 

Å Read more (articles, 

books, etc.) in their 

subject areas 

 

Å Write more  in their 

subject areas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
and flow nicely from one idea to another.  

Use strategies to make writing interesting  

to read (i.e. a sentence that hooks the  

reader’s attention, using funny phrases or sophisticated words).  Use the books you are reading together as models of writing. 

 

 

Social Studies, Science and other technical subjects (such as Art, Music, Technology, 

Physical Education, etc.) will also contain a literacy component.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can help by talking to your child about what he/she is learning in class.  Encourage your child to explain what he/she 

learned and ask questions that will require details.  Model reading for your child; this includes reading the newspaper, arts 

reviews, periodicals (i.e.: Time, Newsweek, National Geographic, etc.), and other forms of informational texts (books about 

History, Science, how-to manuals, etc.) in front of and with your child.  Comment and/or raise questions about what you are 

reading.  Let your child see that reading has a purpose in your adult life.  

 

Model writing for your child.  Let your child see you composing an e-mail.  If you write in your professional life (i.e.: reports, 

plans, etc.), expose your child to that process.  You may want to consider journal writing, so that your child understands 

that reflective writing can be a lifelong practice.  

 

Keep in mind that the entire world can serve as a classroom.  On weekends or vacation days, consider widening your child’s 

background knowledge by taking a family “field trip”.  If you live in an urban setting, visit a local farm.  If you live in the 

suburbs or a rural setting, take a drive into Buffalo, Rochester, or Niagara Falls.  Help your child gain a perspective of local 

historical sites.  Use a map or a local guide book together.  (See web site www2.wnyric.org/rtttparents for other ideas.) 

Revised Common Core Learning Standards for ELA continued 
 

 

Writing 

 

Literacy in 
Other Subjects 



 

Before RTTT After RTTT 
Å Answer problems 1-10 in a 

textbook 

 

Å Do computations using 

formulas or memorized 

computations 

 

Å Contrived problems created 

for student work 

Å More word problems where 

they would need to explain 

their answer or justify 

through estimating 

 

Å Authentic, real life examples, 

especially through Science and 

Technology 

 

Å Content re-organized into 

different grade levels.  (i.e. 

Fractions previously taught in a 

specific grade level will now be 

taught in grade levels below) 

 

Å See fluency expectations table 

below 

 

As part of New York State’s Race to the Top initiative, new Common Core Learning 

Standards (CCLS) were adopted to help students be college and career ready.  For 

Math, college and career ready students: 

 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

 Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 

 Model with Mathematics  

 Use appropriate tools strategically 

 Attend to precision 

 Look for and make use of structure 

 Look for and express regularity in 

repeated reasoning 

 

 

You can help by having a discussion with 

your child regarding how they would solve the problem, highlight important words and information needed to answer the problem 

and check the problem when your child is done with it.  Ask your child to show various ways, including writing them in sentences, 

how they could solve the problem.  Take an age appropriate child to the grocery store and have them estimate how much you are 

going to spend.  When shopping a sale, have your child figure out what the discount will be and the final price of the item.  Play 

games with dice, cards or pennies, or use various shapes and measurements to construct models.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sample problem or logical reasoning: 

The vanilla cake is larger than the coconut cake.  The 

vanilla cake is smaller than the chocolate cake.  Which 

cake is smaller, the coconut cake or the chocolate 

cake? 

 

 the chocolate cake 

 the coconut cake 

Grade Required Fluency 

K Add/subtract within 5 

1 Add/subtract within 10 

2 Add/subtract within 20 

Add/subtract within 100 (pencil & paper) 

3 Multiply/divide within 100 

Add/subtract within 1,000 

4 Add/subtract within 1,000,000 

5 Multi-digit multiplication 

6 Multi-digit division 

Multi-digit decimal operations 

7 Solve px + q = r, p(x+q) = r 

8 Solve simple 2x2 systems by inspection 

 

Math 

Fluency (means fast and accurate)  

Fluency 

 



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AD CRAFT AWARD WINNERS! 

By Lisa Alessi-Nicastro 

 
I am extremely proud of my students who swept the competition among all WNY schools participating. 
 
SUN: 1st Place, Kaliegh Laing, Misiak Jewelers 
 2nd Place, Jenah Schwabel, Mary Claire's Bakery 
 3rd Place, Haley Breier, Eden Collision 
 
(Last year there were 10 places, this year they decided to only do 3) 
 
Overall: Among all area schools, Kaliegh Laing won 1st Place and a $1,000 scholarship for her Misiak 
Jewelers ad. 
People's Choice, thank you all for voting:  Jenah Schwabel won for her Gear for Adventure ad.   
 
As always, I thank everyone for their support of our art program.   



Important Date Changes 

 The budget work session scheduled for Monday, March 5th has been changed to 

Thursday, March 8th at 7 pm in the Jr./Sr. High School Library.   

 The Chicken Barbeque musical fundraiser, will be Thursday, March 8th in the Jr./Sr. 

High School Cafeteria. 

We’re on th
e 

web! 

edencsd.org 

 
 

 
-  

-  
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-
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT CHANGES: 

 The Elementary 5th & 6th Grade 

Band Concert scheduled for March 

6th has been moved to March 1st. 

 HS Wind Ensemble & Symphonic 

Band scheduled for May 16th has 

been moved to May 10th at 8 pm.  

 2nd Grade Musical scheduled for 

May 10th has been moved to May 9th 

at 10:30 am and 7 pm.  

 JHS Band/Orchestra/Chorus 

Concert scheduled for June 6th has 

been moved to June 12th at 8 pm.  

 


