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Dear Parents, 

 

 We are about to begin a new phase of construction at the GLP school involving asbestos 

removal from the crawlspace. This memo has been prepared to provide you with information about 

the project and the reasons it is taking place at this time. We want to reassure you that the 

students and staff are all in a safe environment while the project is happening. Eden Elementary is 

also having asbestos removal in the crawlspace with expected completion at the end of February. 

Work at GLP is scheduled to begin mid-February and be completed by early April. 

 

Why now? 

 

1. Our consultants contacted the State Department of Labor (DOL), who is responsible for 

oversight of asbestos work, and found that projects of this nature can be completed in 

an occupied building as long as all the regulations are followed.  

 

2. Completing this work now allows the main portion of the capital construction to  stay on 

schedule beginning this spring, and allow renovations to the buildings to meet the school 

opening schedule in September. 

 

3. This work is being done now since it allows us to hire the best contractors, since this is 

not their typical construction season and they are available.  

 

How do we know the students and staff are safe? 

 

1. Asbestos removal work is one of the most highly regulated and monitored construction 

activities that occurs in the United States. Very strict requirements are in place to 

protect people and the environment any time removal work is being completed.  

 

2. The work takes place after the students have left for the day. This requires the 

contractors to begin their work on second shift, except during breaks and any working 

holidays when students are not in the building. 
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3. All work that is being done is contained within a completely sealed and encapsulated area 

using plastic sheeting, adhesives, and duct tape to create this sealed envelope which is 

kept under a negative air pressure at all times to prevent any migration from the area. 

 

4. An independent environmental air monitoring company is on site anytime there is work 

being completed and air sampling is occurring at all times, as well as the analysis of 

those air samples. 

 

5. All entry and exit into the containment area is through the boiler room so workers are 

not exposed to any staff. 

 

6. All removed asbestos is in sealed heavy weight plastic bags that are transported to a 

sealed and locked dumpster until transported to a secured landfill.  

 

7. In addition to the environmental company, our construction managers are on site 

monitoring the activity of all workers when they are outside the containment area. 

  

8. The NYS Department of Labor makes surprise inspection to projects of this type to 

assure that regulations are being complied with at all times. They will shut a project 

down immediately if they find any issues of concern. The DOL has made inspections at 

Eden Elementary and has not find any violations or concerns. 

 

9. After all work is completed, final air samples must come back negative before any 

containment can be removed, thus assuring a complete asbestos free area.  

 

 

What if you are still concerned? 

 

1. Please call the school principal or my office and we can discuss your concerns.  We will 

address them or get the answers. My contact information is above for your reference.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David P. Martin 

 

Director of Facilities 

District Safety and Security coordinator.  

 

 

 

 

 


